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EDU 320 – Synthesis Paper 

Effective teaching centers around several themes that highlight and encapsulate in great 

detail in the ins of outs of quality use of curriculum, instruction, and assessment. As a pre-service 

teacher, I have  illustrated, practiced, and planned how I will implement each of these themes 

into my future classroom.  

The Effective Teacher 

Description  

 The effectiveness of the teacher is one of the single most important factors in the success 

of a student. Effective teachers implement clear lessons, use instructional variety, and engage the 

students in the learning process. (Borich, 2010, p.7) Effective teachers make sure that the 

learners clearly understand the ideas they are teaching. Research has shown that more effective 

teacher offers a variety of instructional strategies, including differentiated instruction, group 

instruction, direct instruction, and technology integration. Teachers who are effective capture the 

attention of their students and keep them engaged with content that is presented in a way that is 

exciting and relevant to them. 

 

Artifact  

See appendix A for my paper on the INTASC standards that highlight what it means to be 

an effective teacher.  
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How it Will Be Used in Classroom 

 In my future classroom, being an effective teacher will begin with having an attitude of 

constant growth. I will continually push myself to develop new, effective, engaging models of 

instruction. For me, this means not getting comfortable and over-confident in strategies that have 

worked in the past. Being an effective teacher means I will constantly be looking for ways to be 

more engaging, presenting content in a variety of ways, and aiding my students in grasping 

difficult content.  

Understanding Your Students 

Description  

 In order to become an effective teacher, a teacher must first get to know their students. 

Understanding your students makes teaching effectively, differentiating instruction, and 

developing appropriate routines and procedures possible. A teacher who understands their 

students is able to make sense of things like inconsistent scores, inattentive students, and 

abnormal behaviors. When a teacher understands their students, they begin to build a relationship 

with them, creating a safe, welcoming environment that supports learning at all times. 

 

Artifact 

 See Appendix B for my “get to know you” tool.  

 

How it Will Be Used in Classroom 

 In my classroom, I will begin the year by having my students fill out my “get to know 

you tool”.(appendix B). This will give me an idea of what my students interests are, as well as 

their areas of confidence and places they think they need to work on. This information will help 
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be to differentiate instruction and create effective lessons. Throughout the year, I want to create 

an environment where my students feel comfortable sharing with me. In morning meetings, my 

students and I will discuss how we are feeling that day. For students who might feel more 

apprehensive about sharing verbally, I will have a small discreet box on my desk where students 

can drop things they would like to share with me privately. 

Goals, Standards, and Objectives 

Description 

 Goals, standards, and objectives are essential parts of lessons plans that clearly map out 

the intended purposes and outcomes of the lessons. Standards are the systemized benchmark that 

students are to meet to be considered proficient in the content according to their grade level. 

Teachers design their lesson plans around these standards, using them to form the objective for 

the lesson. Standards are not usually met after a single lesson, but objectives are the goals that 

will be met by the end of that instructional period.  

 

Artifact 

 See Appendix D for my lesson plan illustrating standards and objectives. 

 

How it Will Be Used in Classroom 

 Goals, standards, and objectives will be used in my classroom as guiding points for 

learning but will not be the end all be all of success. The reality of education is that we often get 

students who have not yet reaches proficiency in the standards of the grades before. For this 

reason, teachers often have to augment objectives of heavily differentiate instruction to meet 
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their objectives. I will use my knowledge of standards to create objectives that are attainable, 

build upon each other, and support and challenge my students.  

Unit and Lesson Planning 

Description 

 Unit and lesson planning are the processes teachers use to organize and plan their 

instructional periods. Lesson plans are the small-scale intricate descriptions of what standards 

will be targeted, what objectives will be met, and the instructional strategies being used as well 

as assessments.  Unit plans are the large-scale plans for a Unit, a big picture focus on certain 

content. Unit plans roughly describe what each lesson will highlight and the sequence of each 

lesson.  

 

Artifact 

 See appendix D for my interdisciplinary unit plan.  

 

How it Will Be Used in Classroom 

 I am a person that thrives when things are extremely organized and well planned-out. 

Therefore, lesson planning will be a regular part of my routine as a teacher. I find that reviewing 

and thinking deeply about the content I’m going to teach and the points I absolutely need to hit 

helps me to streamline my thinking process and really get comfortable before teaching. For the 

first couple years of my teaching career, I’m sure this is will still be the case. However, even as I 

get more comfortable teaching content, I want to always be implementing organized and 

sequential lessons that build on each other seamlessly.  
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Technology Integration in Instruction 

Description 

 Technology integration is a very relevant and relatively new theme in the education 

world. Implementing technology into instruction has allowed for new levels of engagement 

among today’s students. Technology provides an entirely new highly efficient medium for direct 

instruction, projects, homework, and assessments. Additionally, a provides an entirely new set of 

options for content differentiation and creative outlets. With the world moving towards a 

technology-based society, it’s important that education evolves with the world and incorporates 

ways for students to becoming literate in technology. 

Artifact 

 See appendix E for my lesson plan on technology integration. 

 

How it Will Be Used in Classroom 

 In my classroom, I plan on integrating technology on a regular basis. From my time in 

classrooms, I have found that technology makes assessing and tracking students’ progress, 

especially in math, incredibly efficient. For this reason, I will be implementing supplemental 

work on computer for math and reading. Additionally, I think that technology opens up so many 

amazing opportunities for students to express themselves. I will allow opportunities for my 

students to use programs like flip grid to create movies, podcasts, and songs as unit projects. 

Many students have a great interest in computers, so I wish to support these interests with 

opportunities for them to cultivate their skills in technology.  

 

Questioning Strategies 
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Description 

 Effective questioning is one of the greatest tools for moving students into deeper levels of 

processing. Questioning strategies have a variety of purposes that range from recalling 

information, to redirecting and refocusing learning. Asking effective questions is one of the 

simplest ways to heighten engagement and walk students through their thought processes.  

Conversely, ineffective questioning can lead to students tuning out, and quickly forgetting 

information. For this reason, it’s important to use varying forms of questioning strategies as to be 

constantly supporting the processing of the information being taught. 

 

Artifact 

 See appendix F for my phonics lesson plan with highlighted questioning strategies. 

 

How it Will Be Used in Classroom 

 In my classroom, I plan on not only using questioning strategies when I’m instructing my 

students, but also on encouraging them to use these strategies with each other during peer and 

group learning. Encouraging students to use these strategies with each other is not only a 

fantastic way for them to absorb information, but also to help them understand their own 

thinking processes. Eventually, I would hope that my students move into deeper levels of 

processing and make deeper connections through their own questioning as they age and develop 

academically.  

 

Teaching Strategies for Direct Instruction 

Description 
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 Direct instruction is one of the cornerstones of education at any stage, being the 

quintessential “lecture style” of teaching. Direct instruction strategies fall under 2 types with 

different outcomes. (Borich, 2010, p.252) Type 1 strategies focus on rules, facts and action 

sequences. The outcomes for type one instruction include but are not limited to, knowledge, 

comprehension, and application on the cognitive level. Type two direct instruction strategies 

focus on concepts patterns and relationships. The outcomes for type 2 instructional strategies 

include but are not limited to analysis, synthesis, and evaluation. 

 

Artifact 

 See Appendix G for my direct instruction lesson plan.  

 

How it Will Be Used in Classroom 

 At the elementary level, direct instruction is at the core of the curriculum. In the early 

grades, every lesson is presenting something absolutely nee and absolutely essential. In my 

classroom I will implement both types of direct instruction. When using this type of instruction 

my greatest concern will be the engagement of my students. With elementary learners, its often 

very difficult to keep their attention for very long. For this reason, it’s important to incorporate 

engaging videos, humor, and relevant connections into the lecture.  

 

Teaching Strategies for Indirect Instruction 

Description 

 Indirect instruction is learning that happens “indirectly”, or without a lecture. These 

lessons are usually based around exploration, creation, and group work. Students are encouraged 
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to discover and record information from research, work in groups to discuss new topics, and 

create as a way of learning new content. Indirect instruction is often a highly engaging form of 

instruction that is used to capture the curiosity and creativity of students. This form of instruction 

is often referred to as being the constructivist approach, where students learn through 

experiences that are sequentially laid out by the teacher. (Borich, 2010, p.287) 

 

Artifact 

 See Appendix G for my indirect instruction lesson plan. 

 

How it Will Be Used in Classroom 

 In the elementary grades, sparking curiosity and encouraging exploration are at the 

forefront of instructional outcomes. In my classroom, I want to use a balance of both direct and 

indirect instruction to provide structured information for students explicitly, then give them 

opportunities to explore and reach deeper levels of understanding through their own experiences. 

To accomplish this I will offer lesson that incorporate activities like stations, research projects, 

and debated to allow my students the opportunity to have these learning experiences. 

 

Assessing Learners 

Description 

 Assessing learners is an essential part of education that allows teachers insight on the 

development of their students as well as areas they as teachers can improve in. there are two 

types of assessments, formative and summative. Formative assessments happen during the 

learning, and can be as simple as process monitoring and questioning. Summative assessments 
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are assessments that happen after the learning has taken place, such as test, essays, and 

performance assessments.  

Artifact 

  See appendix H for my written test designed for a second-grade math class. 

 

How it Will Be Used in Classroom 

 In my classroom, assessing learners will be a regular and essential process. However, I 

want to get away from traditional tests as often as I can and move towards for engaging and 

creative methods of assessing learners. For this reason I would like to use fun formative 

assessments like kahoot and word cloud, and summative assessments that allow my students to 

express themselves like performance assessments. 

  

 

Conclusion 

In this class. my eyes have been opened to the numerous qualities of an effective teacher, 

and effective instruction. As a preservice teacher, I have had the opportunity to study and observe 

each of the themes discussed in this paper. I have seen the great value in each of them. This class 

has helped me to make sense of the immense amount of information out in the world on what it 

means to be an effective teacher. I can go into my final year of teacher education with knowledge 

and skills that I will implement into my practicum, student teaching, and classroom teacher 

experiences. With the information and skills I have gained in this class I feel confident moving 

forward, understanding how to best use the strategies and supports to create an effective, 

engaging, and comforting learning environment for my future elementary class.  
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Appendix E 
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Appendix G
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Appendix I 
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